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What	is	a	sentence?	we	have	seen	the	minimum	requirements	for	the	formation	of	a	sentence.	Now	we	can	look	more	in	detail	about	the	four	types	of	sentence	structure.	Simple	sentence	structure	A	simple	sentence	consists	of	an	independent	clause.	(An	independent	clause	contains	a	subject	and	a	verb	and	expresses	a	complete	thought.)	I	like
coffee.	Mary	likes	tea.	The	earth	goes	to	the	sun.	Mary	didn't	go	to	the	party.	Composite	sentence	structure	A	compound	sentence	is	two	(or	more)	independent	clauses	united	by	a	conjunction	or	semicolon.	Each	of	these	clauses	could	form	a	sentence	alone.	I	like	coffee	and	Mary	likes	tea.	Mary	went	to	work,	but	John	went	to	the	party.	Our	car	broke,
we	came	last.	There	are	seven	coordination	conjunctions:	and,	but,	or,	even,	so	complex	the	Sentence	Structure	A	complex	sentence	consists	of	an	independent	clause	plus	a	dependent	clause.	(A	dependent	clause	begins	with	a	subordinate	conjunction	or	a	relative	pronoun,	and	contains	a	subject	and	verb,	but	does	not	express	a	complete	thought.)
We	lost	the	plane	because	we	were	late.	Our	dog	barks	when	he	hears	a	noise.	He	left	in	a	hurry	after	receiving	a	phone	call.	You	know	the	man	you're	talking	to	Mary?	Here	are	some	common	subordinate	conjunctions:	then,	though,	how,	because,	before,	how,	if,	once,	from,	what,	though,	until,	when,	where,	if,	while,	Here	are	the	five	basic	relative
pronouns:	the	one,	who,	who,	whose	Compound-Complex	Sentence	Structure	A	compound	complex	sentence	consists	of	at	least	two	independent	clauses	and	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	John	didn't	come	because	he	was	sick,	so	Mary	wasn't	happy.	He	left	in	a	hurry	after	receiving	a	phone	call,	but	returned	five	minutes	later.	A	dependent	clause
is	also	called	a	subordinate	clause.	The	above	sentences	are	only	examplesIn	some	cases,	other	provisions	are	possible	(e.g.	a	dependent	collar	may	come	before	oneclause).	Contributor:	Josef	Essberger	Sentence	Structure	Quiz	The	following	questions	related	to	the	lecture	notes	and	exercises	for	the	topic	"Syntax".	For	more	information,	see	the
notes.	Loading	PreviewSorry,	the	view	is	currently	unavailable.	You	can	download	the	paper	by	clicking	the	button	above.	If	you	are	an	English	learner	who	has	reached	a	more	intermediate	or	advanced	level,	you	may	have	noticed	that	you	have	made	a	great	improvement,	but	you	still	want	to	improve	your	phrase	structure.	First	of	all,	the	fact	that
you	are	even	aware	of	this	problem	is	a	good	thing!	This	means	you	have	a	better	understanding	of	language	and	its	structures.	Still,	you	have	made	constant	progress,	and	you	want	to	continue	advancing.	So,	you	would	like	to	focus	on	improving	your	phrase	structure,	but	you	don't	know	where	to	start.	Well,	that's	what	we're	talking	about	today!
Today,	let's	take	a	look	at	four	things	English	students	can	do	to	improve	their	sentence	structure:	Practice	using	relative	clauses	Practice	using	compound	phrases	Practice	using	complex	phrases	Practice	using	active	and	passive	voice	We	will	also	explore	some	practice	exercises	you	can	use	to	improve	in	each	of	these	areas.	So	if	you	are	ready	to
learn	some	strategies	that	can	help	you	with	your	speech	and	writing,	let's	start!	Practice	using	relative	clauses	I	talked	a	little	about	different	types	of	clauses	in	another	post,	but	I	did	not	talk	about	relative	clauses.	So	what	are	they?	A	relative	clause	is	a	clause	that	begins	with	a	word	like	who,	which,	therefore,	where,	when,	and	whose,	and	we	use
them	to	describe	nouns.	You've	probably	learned	about	them	at	school,	and	you've	heard	people	use	them	on	many	occasions,	but	you	may	not	know	how	to	use	them	alone.	Let's	take	a	look	at	these	two	sentences.	No	one	has	a	clauseThis	meal	reminds	me	of	anotherovitaler	emonorp	o	o£Ãraxied	sªÃlgni	ed	setnalaf	so	sezev	s​Ã	:ATON	.satiuqsem	saleb
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enibmoc	ew	nehW	.saedi	gnitsartnoc	wohs	taht	secnetnes	elpmis	owSENT,	the	clase	â	€	œWhy	was	it	for	some	trembling	on	the	way	in	the	way	a	dependent	class.	Did	you	realize	how	there	is	no	way	in	this	sentence?	If	the	sentence	starts	with	an	independent	clade,	you	need	a	van.	Let's	take	a	look	at	another	example.	She	was	very	exhausted.	She
agreed	to	read	a	tale	for	her	son.	Even	though	she	was	really	exhausted,	she	agreed	to	read	her	son	a	story	of	sleeping.	You	realized	how	we	started	the	second	sentence	with	the	Dependent	Class	â	€	œHow	was	it	really	exhausted?	Dependent	clinus.	Let's	take	a	look	at	one	more	example	before	entering	the	practical	exercise.	Let's	invite	you	on	the
trip.	He	has	to	promise	us	that	he	will	behave.	Let's	invite	you	on	the	trip	if	he	promises	to	behave.	You	can	notice	something	interesting	here.	In	this	case,	we	can	not	say	â	€	œIf	it	has	to	promise	us,	because	the	condition	is	â	€	œHe	has	to	promise	us.	A	se-clause	is	also	a	conditional	clinus,	so	you	have	to	be	careful	about	how	to	use	it.	Missing	the
complex	phrase	to	make	sense.	You	may	have	to	add	scoring	and	capitalizing	one	of	the	words.	Having	time	to	practice	/	You'll	never	get	better	on	the	guitar	/	unless	you	sweep	Chã	£	o	/	I'm	going	to	wash	the	dishes	/	If	he	still	wants	to	have	dinner	/	he	ate	all	the	snacks	/	even	if	his	roommate	went	to	her	/	She	didn't	go	to	the	store	/	because	he	drinks
milk	/	his	stain	is	upset	/	If	you	may	have	learned	about	the	active	voice	and	passive	voice	at	school,	but	do	you	feel	comfortable	using	them?	Remember	that	with	an	active	voice,	we	begin	the	sentence	with	the	subject	of	the	sentence,	â	€	œDoerâ	€	or	â	€	œAactorâ	€.	And	with	a	passive	voice,	we	begin	the	sentence	with	the	object	-	or	the	thing	that	is
receiving	the	action.	I	understand	the	difference	between	them	and	how	to	use	them	will	help	you	your	sentence	structure	in	both	speaking	and	writing.One	important	clue	that	can	help	you	identify	the	passive	voice	right	away	is	the	verb	¢Ã​Â​Âbe¢Ã​Â​Â	or	any	conjugation	of	that	verb,	such	as	¢Ã​Â​Âis,¢Ã​Â​Â	¢Ã​Â​Âwas,¢Ã​Â​Â	¢Ã​Â​Âare,¢Ã​Â​Â	¢Ã​Â​Âwere,
¢Ã​Â​Â	¢Ã​Â​Âis	being¢Ã​Â​Â	or	¢Ã​Â​Âhas	been.¢Ã​Â​ÂTake	a	look	at	these	examples	of	the	passive	voice:The	suspect	was	arrested	by	the	local	police	at	11:00	pm	last	night.My	brother	has	been	accepted	to	university.Our	new	house	is	currently	being	built.Now	let¢Ã​Â​Âs	take	a	look	at	the	same	sentences,	but	this	time	in	the	active	voice:The	local	police
arrested	the	suspect	at	11:00	pm	last	night.The	university	accepted	by	my	brother.They	are	currently	building	our	new	house.There	are	certain	times	when	it	makes	more	sense	to	use	the	passive	voice,	such	as	in	academic	or	formal	writing,	or	when	we	don¢Ã​Â​Ât	know	the	subject,	or	when	we	don¢Ã​Â​Ât	want	to	talk	about	the	subject	specifically.But
most	of	the	time,	it¢Ã​Â​Âs	better	to	write	in	the	active	voice	because	it¢Ã​Â​Âs	clearer	and	more	direct.Decide	if	the	sentence	is	passive	or	active.	If	it¢Ã​Â​Âs	passive,	write	it	in	the	active	voice.	If	it¢Ã​Â​Âs	active,	write	it	in	the	passive	voice.That	house	was	built	by	a	famous	architect.They	are	preparing	your	food	for	delivery.Did	it	feel	like	they	were
watching	us?The	movie	was	inspired	by	real	events.We	made	a	mistake	when	we	were	processing	your	plane	ticket.If	you¢Ã​Â​Âre	wondering	what	else	you	can	do	to	make	your	sentence	structure	better,	you	can	try	to	create	your	own	practice	exercises	similar	to	these.	Try	making	the	goal	with	yourself	to	do	some	kind	of	practice	exercises	every	day,
even	if	it	only	takes	ten	minutes	of	your	time.	It	might	feel	like	you¢Ã​Â​Âre	not	making	much	progress	at	first,	but	I	promise	you	are!If	you	want	to	mix	it	up,	challenge	yourself	to	write	about	an	experience	from	your	past,	or	write	a	short	story	or	poem.And	if	you¢Ã​Â​Âre	looking	for	inspiration,	or	you	just	need	materials	for	self-study,	I	AICN​ÃTNES	ED
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